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General Report on the
Welcome to Gaza Convoy

Written by Project Director Harry Fear

Introduction

The Welcome to Gaza Convoy was desperately needed in the media context of the Palestine-Israel
conflict and especially in the context of the Gaza Strip to produce media content that the mainstream
media fails to make. It also sent a strong and important message of resistance to the Israeli occupation
— that even ordinary international citizens can pose a serious media reputation risk to Israel by covering
and uncovering stories of tragedy and repression under its illegal and decades-long military occupation.

The Welcome to Gaza Convoy was the first of its kind, bringing together 24 individual media
professionals, media students and media activists, into a project of exploration and collaboration for a
couple of weeks in July 2013. Participants comprised a diverse group of 10 men and 14 women, of
various religious, ethnic, national, educational, economic, political and media backgrounds.

The 24 participants, chosen by the on-the-ground organisers in Gaza, were selected from among over
120 registrants, on the basis of their media skills and political awareness, willingness to bring technical
equipment to Gaza and to train Palestinians in media and advocacy, as well as their willingness to give
eyewitness lectures on their return to their countries post-convoy. We chose participants from Britain,
Ireland, the USA, Canada, France, ltaly, Denmark, Macedonia, Jordan, Egypt, Japan, China, Malaysia
and Slovenia, as well as Palestinian refugees from the 1948 Catastrophe. Most participants were in
their early 20’s but the oldest among us was 67, while the youngest was only 21.

Secondarily, the convoy had background objectives, which were to facilitate the return of the
participating Palestinians to their homeland, to provide a social-spiritual global-awareness boost for
participants and to further empassion, activate and empower them for the Palestinian cause.
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" http://youtu.be/48B1uKye2UQ


http://youtu.be/48B1uKye2UQ

One of the main obstacles for internationals visiting Gaza is the complexity and insecurity of travelling
alone as a first-timer. Given the vast interest among international activists to visit Gaza, and given the
desperate need for media exposure work in Gaza, | wanted to try most intelligently to facilitate
meaningful activity for this demand.

The unstable, volatile and sensitive security and political situation in both Egypt and Gaza posed a
serious risk factor to the security, integrity and viability of the on-the-ground mission. However, the
security situation was well-managed and any issues were generally addressed expeditiously.

It's now late July and the on-the-ground programme in Gaza is complete; the work continues, to finish
producing and distributing remaining content, including powerful films, engaging photo essays and
voluminous articles. The content so-far produced and distributed impressed the public and the
organisers immensely. We were impressed by the participants’ ability to get to grips quickly with the
tough production environment that Gaza presents.

In order to satisfy the media production requirements and to satisfy the need for integration between
participants and Palestinians, we, as convoy organisers, put together a team of translators who acted
both professionally and socially. They translated and helped produce media content. They additionally
provided local insights (geographic, cultural, religious, economic, social and political). Among

further roles, they provided valuable organisational and logistical support.

The organisational effort required to direct and manage the long and extremely intense convoy
programme was immense. However, the organisers recognised the overall necessity, value and
success of the project and plan on running similar programmes in the future.

There are already over 200 registrations for the next convoy programme. Strong participants from this
July 2013 programme will be waived through the application process and will be immediately granted
participant status.

Many participants have already expressed interest in joining the next programme, and overwhelmingly
participants expressed satisfaction and fulfilment with this convoy’s programme, its media production
successes and its ability to provide eyewitness insight.

The whole mission was a voluntary not-for-profit mission. All organisers, translators and participants
worked on a pro bono basis for the sake of a just cause.
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General Feedback

Most participants are still working intensively finishing-up production, but two participants posted these
public feedbacks on their personal participation experiences.



Denny Cormier:

, FDQWO RX QRZ. Z MKRXAWDQ. KHVIMAMRQWDWIH H SHUHQFH Z DV @H FKDQIIQI« WY QRAWDNHD \KDVWY
Z RXGKDYHFRP H\R* D] DDV DVROMY WDYHBLk : DV \KHIWWRQYR VXFFHWIXS @QP\ RSIQRQ
\HV \ RV \ RV

, FDQKRGHAW® VD \WDWRQYR  RUIDQ] HY P DCH WL [IWAWMP HH SHIHQFH YIIWWD@ SDIQBW $QGZ H
ZFILQHAK)(FIWQ—GH?(\/G\Ra Fg/DI? \DQVOMAY/ DQG | DAIOEMRAY DQG VXSSRIMY Z KR Z HIH HDIHWMR KHS DQGHDIHU
R * <

7 @HFRQYR DB RAWIP P HADMD SXXV IQVRXFK Z W \WH JRRGSHRSBIR * 0 D $ QG\WDWZ DV \KH P RAW
VU QUEDOADVSHAWR \WHFRQYR  , P HVKXQAUHGY R SHRS®I Z MKIQWH IIIAWWHZ. @D V DQGKHDUG R HQY
R RUHY DVRY \MOBLY GHDP  Z MQWH IWHZ GV 6 RP HR \KRVHVARUHY EULRNH P\ KHDUWWEXW
HEGRKHDUWHP 6 RP HR WRVH RUHV IQNRGXFHG P H R \WH Q.J QU DQGVWHQIW R D SHRSE! \WDW
IP P HADMD FDP H\R DGP IWH DG\ iV \RBYH« : H YIMWMG\WH KRP HV R SHRSBI Z KRVH @/HV KDG EHHQ
VKDWHUHG GXUQ) , MUDHOY 2 SHUIRQ & DWY HDG DQG, VIDHYY 2 SHDIRQ 3 IMUR & BXG« : H YMWMG
SOFHV \KDWVHZ IQMIDIRDSV@DQG$ P HUFDQY  KDYH HYHUYIVMMGK

Mennah Elsarrag:

\VZ DV DQIQMHAIG DQGH H RSHAQ) H SHUIHGFH : HAGVRP HJUHDWZ RIN WHUH DQG,, KRSH \WDWRXU
FRQYR Z DV MWD AMSSIQ) WRCH IRURKHLY \R FRQIDXH« 7 KDQN\ RX \R \KH RU DQ HY DQGWDQVOWRLY
Z KR VSHQAED, V DQG QIKW Z MW XV VR KHS P DNH RXUFRQIMQAKH EHVWIAFRX@ EH < RX KDYH DOEHFRP H
P\ IUHQGV DQG, P MW\ RX«  7KDQN\ RX \R\WH RKHUFRQYR. P HP EHY %HRUH WY \NS Z HZ HH DD
FRP SBMW\ADQIHY 1 RZ ZHDHIDP 10« $ VSHFIDOKDQN\ RX \R -+ DU ) HDUDQG 1 RRU+ DD HHQ |
NQRZ ZHGRYH\ RX ERK FUD \ EXVWRKWADQG EHTHYH WDWAYHY RCHR XV DUH VR J UDMXQRUKH
RSSRUMQW\ RX SIRVIGHG« : MIDKHDY\ KHDWY, KDG\WRVD. JRREE\ H\R* D) D W SHRSBI DQGP\

FRZ ROHY IUHQGY , NQRZ \WDWRGH @, @I R EDFN VR FRQIIXH R VSUHDG WH WKWK DERXRH XQEHUKH
VIHIH

During media interviews in Gaza, the following participants provided these insights into their
understanding of the social and media impact of the convoy.

Ebbe Bertelsen:

6 R1DUZ HKDYH EHHQZ RINQJ RQYIGHRY DWFGN DQG QLIHHOMQGY R IHDMUH DMEGN : HIYHEHHQ
ZRINQJ Z M \WH IDP I@V 1Q1 RW* D] D>Z KRG HUH \BU HAMG GXUQ) SMUIDHY 2 SHIDIRQ@: DWY HDGx

© HIYH EHHQZ RINQ) Z M \KH SUREGP V Z W \WWH VHZ DIHIQWH Z DU © HIYH EHHOZ RINGQJ Z W \KH
&KUIMIDQFRP P XQW $QGQRZ RXUILCDCSURWPWY VR Z RUN Z W VRP H R \KH YIEWP V R \KH OWZ DUIQ
1 RYHP EHU DQGZ H KRSH W IQVK D FRP EICHG HIRWQR D EL) YIGHR DERXAWH OWYZ Dk



Hannah White:

7KHH DUH BW R SHRSBIZKRGRBW R YHY JRRGZRINIQ* D) D DQGZ HIYHP HWRP HDP O Q)
3 DBMIIDQ IRXCDOAN  SEXV® WIQN Z KDWE HKDYH«  EHFDXVHZ HDUHILRP  QLIHIHQWFRXQNRY V@
ZIGHVFRSHR SHRSBI\WDW H FDQU-DFK  ERW RQWH IQMEHWDQG Z KHQZ HIRKRP HIQSHYWRQ« : HDWH

DYHY IQMIDIRCDAFRQYR

Eileen Carr:

, OYHGIQWH: HWY/ADON IRUD P HEHRIH EXWRKIQ) FRXG KDYH SUHSDUHG P H IRUFRP 1QJ KHUH DQG
KHDUQ) \WWH SHRSBHY IQAYIGXDOARUHY > @ QG WH DP RXQAR MDXP D« KHUH IV MVWMFUHAEGK 7 KH
QLHWHQFH ERE HHQWLY FRQYR  DQG SHKDSV RKHUSEHBU DURQVGKDVWKDYH FRP H LY WDWZ H Z QI R EDFN
R RXURZ QIQAYIGDAIWRXSV? P\ VHD, P JRQJ WIREDFNWP DQ XQYHYVMAV DQG1* 2 V DQGVFKRRY
DQG SHOFH SUIRVIFW - DQG VKDUH \WRVH VWRUHY R @H RQWH J URXQG KHUWH

Two translators published feedback pieces on their participation with the convoy:

Walaa:

SV DV D@ RQGHUXCRSSRWWQW R Z RINQI«  Z M DIJUDW R S« 3P @HDA IRUDQ. RKHUIUHDW
RSSRUMQWY @H \KLY DQG3R@ RN Z W\ RX 1QKH IX\MUH

Maysoon:

" XUQ) MKHVHGR R Z HH\V |, VSHQAKH P RWEHDXWIXQIP VA P\ @HZ M\ RX DQG>P @Q/XUH, ZRQW
IRJHWKHVH QD V«

My co-director wrote the following feedback as the first set of participants left for Egypt.

Noor Harazeen

( GIYHQ SDWIFISDQN IURP : HBRP H\R* D) D&RQYR Z [OEH GDYIQ) WH* D) D6 @IS HOUD \RP RURZ
PROQ) D\WMBKH ZHNGRNQ SRIDP 6XUQ) ZKEK@ DYFON ZHHZ WY VKRWIB V Z HH
DOHDG UHBDVHG Z KIBIDQRKHU DIHRQWHZ D P RUHWWDQ SKRRV(@ HUH \ENHQ DQG DB RAW

Z I@FH UHBDVHG VRRQ DODERXVWH * D} D6 WS DO @H \WH RFFXSDUIRQ [IVKHIP HQ SXHAWKWR UHMD
D@HAMG IDP 1@V XGFRYHHGRUHY IURP \KHZ DU * D DQ& KIWIDQY HOXFDIRQ SNHEMUDHD
RFFXSDIRQZ DUFUP HV SKHAHIH UMWVMBGFH SKHABOQAMG\ RAK 1Q* D) D WH KRSH \WH

VMDA DWEHW WHVWHQI\K \KH GYH DQG\KH VWIRQ) SEHTH @R RQH EFDXMIXQUHH 3 DBMIZH « , DP VR



SURXG R Z KDWZ H sDFKIHYHG@VR KDSS\ WDWICD® D MRXUDOMFRQYR P DGH D ELJ FKDQIH DQG ®IVD
P DUNIQWHP HP RY R 3 DBMIIDQV DQG SKDWAG IOKHS UDMQJ \WH DZ DIHGHW R \WH Z HAMD Z ROk
& R IDNOIRQ/GRWHVHDP O 1) > @RXUDDW IR QLHHQNFRXQUHY Z KR VSRQVRHG

\WHP VHOHV R FRP H DQGH SRVH \WH , VIDHDI@U DAFUP HV 1Q3 DBMIZH « 38 RQJ IDNMDMRQVA@RUWKH
DP D) 1Q) GHZ 0@ IDGXDWMG ( Q) VK WDQVDWRY/«<

Diplomatic Status

In order to facilitate the participants’ entry into and stay in Gaza, a Palestinian organisation had to
sponsor the delegation. | approached Gaza’s Doha Centre for Media Freedom in Gaza City and
proposed technical cooperation to facilitate the project, dubbed “the first media convoy” to Gaza. The
centre quickly accepted and ended up successfully being the sponsoring organisation.

As the delegation was over 15 persons in size, we were also required to partner with a governmental
ministry. We were approached by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and given the multinational diversity of
the participants, were comfortable accepting their diplomatic support.

Group Status

Travelling and working in managed groups overcame various security risks (including travel dangers)
that would have existed should first-timers have tried to make such a mission independent of an

organised convoy.

While learning serious advocacy skills from the directors, and while interacting with the translators and
their 23 activist-journalist colleagues from diverse backgrounds, members explored Gaza’s physical
and socio-spiritual-economic reality as a single group or in smaller sub-groups.



They shared and learned together in what was sometimes a media production bootcamp, all with
serious and guided security and safety protocols and management. Participants were able also to
interact and partner with key Palestinian organisations and figures.

Organisers

The convoy was conceived by British filmmaker-journalist Harry Fear in summer 2012, and was co-
directed by Palestinian journalist Noor Harazeen.

Two friends of Harry’s, Mohanad Nabhan and Walid Rouk acted as support organisers in the planning
phases and later acted as translators too.

Noor Harazeen organised the 10 Palestinian translators, most of whom were Translation degree
graduates from Gaza University.

Most of the time, during working hours, we were also accompanied by at least one of the following
authorities’ staff. First, Mohammed Abedullah from the government’s official Delegation Reception
Committee. Second, Fady Abu Olba from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Example Media

Videos



My Home Remains
http://youtu.be/- dpAtcXH2I

Story #1001

http://storyonethousandone.com

Articles

37TUHDAQ) : DMUIQD6HDR ' HVSDIUttp://ahmedhegazi.co.uk/2013/07/14/treading-water-.../

3+ RZ 1 RW* D) D6 XIHY http://truestories.me/2013/07/08/how-northern-gaza-suffers/

&K@ 30\ 1Q* O D http://www rinaandolini.com/2013/07/childs-play.html

Photos


http://youtu.be/-_dpAtcXH2l
http://storyonethousandone.com/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fahmedhegazi.co.uk%2F2013%2F07%2F14%2Ftreading-water-in-a-sea-of-despair%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHeweD6LGOEOKJI1tIuYk4f0iVyKQ
http://truestories.me/2013/07/08/how-northern-gaza-suffers/
http://www.rinaandolini.com/2013/07/childs-play.html
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